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to which these fellow workers of the Chancellor
belong, must know how they appear to an impartial
observer. To this necessity all other considerations
must give way. Of the other gentlemen I only give
the names, recall their titles, mention in general that
they are more or less richly provided with the usual
decorations, and indicate in a few words some of
their principal features.

We had remained in the first room to the left of the
ante-chamber already described, which I took the
liberty of comparing to the Forecourt of the Gentiles.
Under the windows are the writing tables and desks of the
Secretaires of the Central Bureau, who, if I am rightly
informed, occupy the first rank among the minor officials
of the Empire. Gf-eheim er Hofratk Roland, the Chief of the
Bureau, has his place under the furthest window, in the
region of the Councillors of Embassy. He is an elderly
gentleman, who entered at a time when these positions
were mainly or exclusively occupied by members of the
French colony, and when the principal business of the
Central Bureau, namely, the registration of all documents
despatched and received, was conducted in the French
language. He is a paragon of registrars, although, just
a little brusque, and he might perhaps also be described
as a good calculator, in a certain sense. Nine orders
and medals decorate his meritorious breast, when on
festive occasions he dons his uniform of a lieutenant of
the Eeserve. Thoroughly well versed in the etiquette of
official intercourse, he would, in writing to the Minister,
never subscribe himself other than "most obedient
humble servant"; to the Secretary of State, "obe-
dient"; to an Ambassador, "most dutiful" ; or to an
Envoy, "most respectful." In writing to Btilow and
Keudell, he signs himself " your most obedient," possi-